Haggai
This document contains the teacher notes for six Sunday school lessons walking through the little book of Haggai. There is a complementary document containing student handouts to share with listeners to aid them with this material (also available on OurSundaySchool.com).
I claim no infallibility relative to the material presented here (much is merely quoting wiser and older words written down before). It is, as many have said before, beggars showing other beggars where to find bread.
These teachings are provided free in the spirit of Matthew 10:8b.
As errors are found, please let me know so I can correct. The theology expressed here should not be construed as representing the theology of Stuart Heights Baptist Church (especially when I am wrong or when I am being an idiot).
The formatting is as follows:
· bold green text are quotes from outside sources
· bold red text is the Scripture (NKJV is used unless otherwise noted. Scripture taken from the New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.)
· bold blue text are Bible references
· bold purple text are questions to consider asking while teaching this material
· highlighted, bold, and underlined text in the teacher notes are answers to blanks in the student handouts
· plain black text are my comments
The audio recordings for these teachings are available via our class podcast (Our Sunday School). Many thanks to David Barber for his faithfulness in this area.
I hope these resources assist in enabling you to teach through Haggai (a Bible genre I ignored for far too long—I pray you do not make the same mistakes). Again, feel free to contact me with questions or feedback.
Grace and peace,
Jim Fleming
Hixson, Tennessee
October 2016
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Haggai: An Introduction
Who, What, Where, When, & Why
How do you pronounce Haggai?
Hag-eye or Hag-ee-eye?

What does Haggai say? Haggai 1-2
The Command to Build God’s House
1 In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 “Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built.”’”
3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple [Literally house, and so in verse 8] to lie in ruins?” 5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!
6 “You have sown much, and bring in little;
You eat, but do not have enough;
You drink, but you are not filled with drink;
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;
And he who earns wages,
Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”
7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD. 9 “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. 11 For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”
The People’s Obedience
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.” 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.
The Coming Glory of God’s House
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple [Literally house, and so in verses 7 and 9] in its former glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the LORD; ‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ says the LORD of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not fear!’
6 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations [Or the desire of all nations], and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
The People Are Defiled
10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying, 12 “If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?”’”
Then the priests answered and said, “No.”
13 And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?”
So the priests answered and said, “It shall be unclean.”
14 Then Haggai answered and said, “‘So is this people, and so is this nation before Me,’ says the LORD, ‘and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean.
Promised Blessing
15 ‘And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD— 16 since those days, when one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but twenty. 17 I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all the labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me,’ says the LORD. 18 ‘Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid—consider it: 19 Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.’”
Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
20 And again the word of the LORD came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying:
‘I will shake heaven and earth.
22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms;
I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms.
I will overthrow the chariots
And those who ride in them;
The horses and their riders shall come down,
Every one by the sword of his brother.
23 ‘In that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, ‘and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you,’ says the LORD of hosts.” [What did that mean? Context will help.]

Who wrote Haggai?
We think Haggai wrote Haggai, but we aren’t 100% sure.

What is the order of books in the Hebrew Bible? (from GTY.org)
	The Law of Moses
	The Prophets
	The Writings

	Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
	The Former Prophets
Joshua, Judges, Samuel, Kings

The Latter Prophets
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, The Twelve
	Poetical Books
Psalms, Proverbs, Job

The Five Scrolls
Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, Esther

The Historical Books
Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Chronicles


Where is Haggai? Haggai is a part of The Twelve (twelve minor prophets on one scroll).
The books of the English Bible (from VisualTheology.church)
[image: ]

Where is Haggai in the Israeli story? (From Kevin Allen Wells)
	Audience
	Pre-Exilic
	Exilic
	Post-Exilic

	
	9th cent B.C.
	8th cent B.C.
	7th cent B.C.
	6th cent B.C.
	5th cent B.C.

	Gentiles
	Obadiah
	Jonah
	Nahum
	
	
	

	Israel
	
	Hosea
Amos
	
	
	
	

	Judah
	Joel
	Micah
Isaiah
	Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Jeremiah
	Daniel
Ezekiel
	Haggai
Zechariah
	Malachi


Where is Haggai in the Israeli story? (From Firstpresaugusta.org)
[image: ]
What is a prophet? (Source: Terry Brown)
· a mouthpiece who proclaimed the message of God
· a person who called Israel back to the Law
· someone who saw the check engine light and delivered a message
How was that message fulfilled? (Source: Terry Brown)
· immediate fulfillment
· future fulfillment
[image: ]
Where did Haggai Take place geographically? (picture from Conformingtojesus.com)
· Jerusalem
[image: ]

When does Haggai take place politically? (picture from Ancientpath.net)
· At the peak of the power of the Persian Empire
[image: ]
Putting it all together (source: Mark Martin)
[image: ]
The Bible Project video (Source: JoinTheBibleProject.com)
[image: ]

What does Haggai say? Haggai 1-2

What is Haggai about?
· Four prophecies (ch 1 = the first prophecy; ch 2 = prophecies two through four)
· Prioritization (rebuilding the temple)
· Cheerleading (a little)
· A future hope
What is the application?
1. Context matters (Haggai with no context makes little sense)
2. Service matters (no matter the environment or government)
What is the personalization?
1. Study (before, during, and after reading the Scripture)
2. Encourage, look around, get involved, and serve
What’s Next?
	Date
	Lesson title
	Text
	Speaker

	September 18, 2016
	Who, What, Where, When, & Why
	Haggai 1-2
	Jim Fleming

	September 25, 2016
	The Command to Build God’s House
	Haggai 1:1-11
	Jim Fleming

	October 2, 2016
	The People’s Obedience
	Haggai 1:12-15
	Jim Fleming

	October 9, 2016
	The Coming Glory of God’s House
	Haggai 2:1-9
	Jim Fleming

	October 16, 2016
	The People are Defiled & Promised Blessing
	Haggai 2:10-19
	Jim Fleming

	October 23, 2016
	Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
	Haggai 2:20-23
	Jim Fleming


Homework: Read Haggai
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Haggai: THe Command to Build God’s House
Review
How do you pronounce Haggai?
Hag-eye

Where is Haggai in the Israeli story? (From Firstpresaugusta.org)
[image: ]
What is a prophet? (Source: Terry Brown)
· a mouthpiece who proclaimed the message of God
· a person who called Israel back to the Law
· [image: ]someone who saw the check engine light and delivered a message
How was that message fulfilled? (Source: Terry Brown)
· immediate fulfillment
· future fulfillment

Where did Haggai Take place geographically? (picture from Conformingtojesus.com)
· Jerusalem
[image: ]

When does Haggai take place politically? (picture from Ancientpath.net)
· At the peak of the power of the Persian Empire
[image: ]
Putting it all together (source: Mark Martin)
[image: ]
The Bible Project video (Source: JoinTheBibleProject.com)
[image: ]

What is Haggai about?
· Four prophecies (ch 1 = the first prophecy; ch 2 = prophecies two through four)
· Prioritization (rebuilding the temple)
· Cheerleading (a little)
· A future hope
Source: Stephen Tam, www3.telus.net

[image: ]What does today’s text say? Haggai 1:1-11
The Command to Build God’s House
1 In the second year of King Darius [very close to 520 B.C.; Boyce: Gone was the glory of the former kingdom and temple. Gone was the great population. All that was left was the rubble of Jerusalem, the remnant of the people, and the task of restoration.], in the sixth month [Elul—roughly equivalent to the second half of August/first half of September], on the first day of the month [the middle of August—toward the end of the [image: ]summer/dry season when the olive harvest would have just ended; remember God always acts at the exact right time, so there is a reason for this month and this day], the word of the LORD [over and over in Haggai we are reminded the prophet’s words are not his own—they are God’s words] came by Haggai [‘festive’; many commentators think he was named this because he was born during a feast period. We know nothing else about Haggai than what is written in Haggai and what is written in Ezra 5-6 where he is mentioned with the prophet Zechariah (and that text overlays nicely with Haggai 1)] the prophet to Zerubbabel [‘descended from Babylon’ (while of the line of David, he was appointed by Persians)] the son of Shealtiel [‘I have asked God’], governor of Judah [the highest political/civil office], and to Joshua [‘Jehovah saved;’ not the same Joshua who marched around Jericho—he lived ~900 years earlier; Wesley: Joshua—a type of the great deliverer; one Joshua leads them into Canaan, another restores the temple. Both are precursors to Christ—He Who will lead us into our Canaan and will restore proper worship of God. Coffman: The name of the great High Priest who accompanied the returnees to Babylon was the same as that of the great leader who brought the children of Israel into Canaan. The name “Joshua” means “Salvation.”] the son of Jehozadak [‘Jehovah-righted’], the high priest [the highest religious office], saying, 2 “Thus speaks the LORD of hosts [notice how the prophet lets everyone know these are God’s words—because prophets spoke non-prophetically as well, so this helped listeners know this speech was different], saying: ‘This [not, ‘my’] people says, “The time has not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built [built, made, repaired; Warren Wiersbe: Too often we make excuses when we ought to be making confessions and obeying the Lord. We say, “It’s not time” . . . We act as though we fully understand “the times and the seasons” that God has ordained for His people, but we don’t understand them. Micah Fries: “The time has not come” is code for “I have better things to do.”].”’”Source: likely chabad.org or jewfaq.org


Guzik: In 538 B.C. Cyrus King of Persia allowed the exiled Jews to return to Jerusalem after 70 years in captivity. Two years later (536 B.C.) construction on the temple began, led by Zerubbabel. The work stopped after two years (534 B.C.). After 14 years of neglect, work on the temple resumed in 520 B.C. and was finished four years later in 516 B.C.
3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled [covered (specifically hiding by covering), roofed, wainscoted, paneled] houses, and this temple [Literally house, and so in verse 8] to lie in ruins [parched, ruins, desolate, dry, waste; Adam Clarke: The foundation of the temple had been laid fourteen years before. Dr. Constable: Their priorities were upside down. Motyer: Their problem was not lack of goods but of good. Dr. Constable: King Cyrus had provided the Jews with money to buy hardwood timber to rebuild the temple (Ezra 3:7).]?” 5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways [literally, ‘put your heart to your path’—or ‘think through where you are going’; It is good for us to stop and think about where we are going and whether or not that path is obedience. Proverbs 4:26 is similar: Ponder the path of your feet, And let all your ways be established. Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Ponder earnestly whether ye have gained by seeking self at the sacrifice of God. Side note: Deuteronomy 28 makes the following paragraph make sense.]!
6 “You have sown much, and bring in little [remember the calendar—this is at the time of the olive harvest (likely informing the Israelites why their harvest this year was so poor); volume is low  unproductive; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: The verbs are infinitive, implying a continued state; this is opposite of what is expected: sow little and reap much];
You eat, but do not have enough [unproductive and hungry];
You drink, but you are not filled with drink [literally, not enough to get drunk or tipsy; unproductive and hungry and dry; Guzik: If our priorities are wrong, nothing will satisfy us];
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm [remember the calendar—summer is coming to an end; unproductive and hungry and dry and cold];
And he who earns wages,
Earns wages to put into a bag [package, bundle] with holes [punctures, perforations, holes].” [unproductive and hungry and dry and cold and broke; All of these indicate insufficiency with reality; Think about how discouraging this would be to have been free for 14-16 years after having been in captivity for dozens of years and to not have the land respond. To have the land and yourself filled with insufficiency. But God does not just show us our insufficiency—He shows us His sufficiency. He shows us the way to being filled. And it is through obedience to His word. Alexander MacLaren: What a picture this is of the very experience that befalls all men who work for less wages than God’s ‘Well done.’]
7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways [exact same phrase as in 1:5—‘put your heart to your path’]! 8 Go up to the mountains [sometimes we have to leave the comfortable and get what we need to do God’s work] and bring wood [it would not have just been laying on the ground—there would have been work to do to cut it and transport it (J. Vernon McGee: There is no easy shortcut in our service for God)—this is a sacrifice of time and effort, but possible due to Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: The growth of the long period of the captivity] and build [same word as in 1:2; built, made, repaired] the temple [the temple was in a real state of insufficiency—the physical was impacting the spiritual; J. Vernon McGee: They had a conflict of interests], that I may take pleasure [pleasure, satisfaction, affection, approve, consent, delight, find favorable] in it and be glorified [heavy (literally the opposite of vanity (emptiness)); God’s house is primarily for God (it also has benefits for His people but it’s for Him)],” says the LORD. 9 “You looked [literally, turn and face (I picture someone spinning around looking for something; infinitive = kept looking] for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew [puffed, blew, scattered, disesteemed, breathed, caused you to lose, snuffed] it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts [perhaps this name for God is used to remind the Israelites who the real King is (because it is not Darius and it is certainly not Zerubbabel)]. “Because of My house that is in ruins [same word as in 1:4; parched, ruins, desolate, dry, waste], while every one of you runs to his own house [Their actions were not consistent with the prior Old Testament examples they were given: Trapp: Solomon first built a house for God, and then for himself]. 10 Therefore the heavens above you withhold [restrict, hold back, prohibit, forbid, keep back, refrain, restrain, retain, shut up, withhold] the dew [Coffman: Providential intervention is continual, and a constant possibility in all of the affairs of men], and the earth withholds [restrict, hold back, prohibit, forbid, keep back, refrain, restrain, retain, shut up, withhold] its fruit [produce, crops]. 11 For I called [Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: The contrast is striking between the prompt obedience of these material agencies, and the slothful disobedience of living men, His people] for a drought [drought, desolation, dry, heat, waste; perhaps the drought on the land was to correspond to the dryness of God’s house (the lessons God teaches fit the lack in His people—much like the disciples got to carry their lack of faith in those 12 full baskets)] on the land [for an agrarian culture (virtually everyone was a farmer), lack of water is devastating] and the mountains [remember God told the Israelites to get the trees for the temple from the mountains—but He also called for a drought on the mountains (maybe the fact that trees can grow in a drought show His seriousness with His own worship], on the grain [increase, grain, corn, wheat] and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor [toil, work, produce, labor] of your hands [Coffman: All productivity of every conceivable kind depends, in the last analysis, upon the will of God].”
C. S. Lewis (in The Problem of Pain): God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world.
They planted and reaped emptiness. MacLaren: If we are allied to Christ, then whether our work be great or small, apparently successful or frustrated, it will be all right. Though we do not see our fruit, we know that He will bless the springing thereof, and that no least deed done for Him but shall in the harvest-day be found waving a nodding head of multiplied results. ‘God giveth it a body as it hath pleased Him’; and ‘he that goeth forth weeping shall doubtless return, bringing his sheaves with him.’ ‘Your labour is not in vain to the Lord.’
These people do get to work in the next paragraph, but it’s important to see the depths to which God went to get their attention. He had been working for years before Haggai’s words to prepare the people’s hearts for His words. I believe He still does this. He works on us for years to prepare us to hear His words—and He goes to great lengths to show us His seriousness.
Stuart Heights Sunday school	Haggai, Week 2	September 25, 2016
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What is the application?
1. God shows up on time
2. God works to show us our insufficiency and His sufficiency
3. Sometimes we must leave the comfortable to get to work
4. The physical impacts the spiritual and the spiritual impacts the physical
5. God’s house is primarily for God
6. God’s lessons fit the lack in His people
7. God is serious about His worship
8. God prepares listeners for His message
What is the personalization?
1. Take notice of when He does (culture, geography, empires, time, audience, etc.)
2. Where is God working?
3. Where can I get to work?
4. Examine my path
5. Act accordingly in worship (for Him  what would He like?)
6. What am I relearning?
7. Be serious about God’s worship
8. Listen

Alexander MacLaren: Haggai was sent by God to interpret the calamity, and to urge to the fulfilment of their earlier purposes. God is calling us today through His word and urging us to fulfill His purposes. This never stops. Let us be faithful and listen well.
What’s Next?
	Date
	Lesson title
	Text
	Speaker

	September 18, 2016
	Who, What, Where, When, & Why
	Haggai 1-2
	Jim Fleming

	September 25, 2016
	The Command to Build God’s House
	Haggai 1:1-11
	Jim Fleming

	October 2, 2016
	The People’s Obedience
	Haggai 1:12-15
	Jim Fleming

	October 9, 2016
	The Coming Glory of God’s House
	Haggai 2:1-9
	Jim Fleming

	October 16, 2016
	The People are Defiled & Promised Blessing
	Haggai 2:10-19
	Jim Fleming

	October 23, 2016
	Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
	Haggai 2:20-23
	Jim Fleming


Homework: Read Haggai


Haggai: THe People’s Obedience
Review
Where is Haggai in the Israeli story? (From Firstpresaugusta.org)
[image: ]
What is Haggai about?
· Four prophecies (ch 1 = the first prophecy; ch 2 = prophecies two through four)
· Prioritization (rebuilding the temple)
· Cheerleading (a little)
· A future hope
What does Haggai say? Haggai 1-2
The Command to Build God’s House
1 In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 “Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built.”’”
3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple [Literally house, and so in verse 8] to lie in ruins?” 5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!
6 “You have sown much, and bring in little;
You eat, but do not have enough;
You drink, but you are not filled with drink;
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;
And he who earns wages,
Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”
7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD. 9 “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. 11 For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”
The People’s Obedience
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.” 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.
The Coming Glory of God’s House
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple [Literally house, and so in verses 7 and 9] in its former glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the LORD; ‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ says the LORD of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not fear!’
6 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations [Or the desire of all nations], and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
The People Are Defiled
10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying, 12 “If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?”’”
Then the priests answered and said, “No.”
13 And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?”
So the priests answered and said, “It shall be unclean.”
14 Then Haggai answered and said, “‘So is this people, and so is this nation before Me,’ says the LORD, ‘and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean.
Promised Blessing
15 ‘And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD— 16 since those days, when one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but twenty. 17 I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all the labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me,’ says the LORD. 18 ‘Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid—consider it: 19 Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.’”
Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
20 And again the word of the LORD came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying:
‘I will shake heaven and earth.
22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms;
I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms.
I will overthrow the chariots
And those who ride in them;
The horses and their riders shall come down,
Every one by the sword of his brother.
23 ‘In that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, ‘and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
What does today’s text say? Haggai 1:12-15
The People’s Obedience
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.” 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.
Let’s look at what each character in this passage did (in order of appearance):
Who is the main character? God
1. Zerubbabel: received the message; acted on the message; worked with Joshua and the people
2. Joshua: received the message; acted on the message; worked with Zerubbabel and the people
3. The people: received the message; acted on the message; worked with Zerubbabel and Joshua
4. God (the main character—His name shows up over 30 times): provided the message; provided the messenger; stirred up the spirits
5. Haggai: delivered the message
6. Darius: had his heart held by the Lord (Proverbs 21:1: The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.)
The People’s Obedience
12 Then Zerubbabel [the political/civil leader; who is a direct descendant of David and shows up in Matthew 1:12-13 in the lineage of Jesus’ father Joseph—and as such, Zerubbabel points us to Jesus (the true king who rules via the authority of His Father—not at the authority of a pagan Persian king)] the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest [Joshua is the religious leader—not the first Joshua who led his people into the Promised Land to claim their geographical inheritance, but the second Joshua who helps to lead his people into obedience of worship to claim their religious inheritance—who in turn also points us to Jesus Who will lead His people into the presence of God the Father for us to claim our relational inheritance], with all the remnant [remnant, residue, remainder (in math, the remainder is what is left over when you divide—and this too points to Jesus because Jesus is a divider (Luke 12:49-53) of truth from falsehood and sheep from goats. What you believe about Him determines/divides your eternity.] of the people [the leaders worked and all the people worked—everyone has work to do], obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet [Who is the greatest prophet of all? Jesus—any time we talk about prophets, they are only shadows of the great prophet Who spoke God’s truth as no other did], as the LORD their God [‘their’ God—as contrasted by ‘This people’ in Haggai 1:2] had sent him [the sending of the prophets is only a small reflection of the manner in which Jesus was sent—He was sent for His entire life (from virgin birth to perfect death) to be an example, but the Old Testament prophets were just sent for a small portion of their lives]; and the people feared the presence [were afraid, morally revered, were frightened] of the LORD [this remnant, through their disobedience, had lost their reverential fear of God—and a reverential fear of God is a good thing (Proverbs 1:7: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.)]. 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger [same word translated angel over 100 times in the Old Testament], spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you [What more do I want than the presence of God? __________ If I can put anything in that blank, it is idolatry. And Who is the greatest example of the presence of God? Jesus—and He is with us—remember one of His names is Immanuel: God with us], says the LORD.” 14 So the LORD stirred up [aroused, woke up, lifted up, opened the eyes, stirred up] the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people [Do the words of Jesus not stir us up to action? Did Jesus not open the eyes of those around Him? (Luke 24; John 9; Matthew 9) Are we not commanded to stir up as well? Hebrews 10:24: And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works. Jesus was the perfect example of this for us in word and in deed.]; and they came and worked [Guzik: The stirring of spirit didn’t come and go just as a spiritual experience. The stirring of spirit flourished into a stirring of the work. You’ve heard the phrase, ‘so heavenly minded he’s no earthly good?’ That’s bad—we are to be working. Work is not part of the curse of sin. God gave mankind a job before sin. Learn to love work—but make sure it is prioritized work.] on the house of the LORD [The house of the Lord housed the Spirit of God in the Old Testament—and we house the Spirit of God in the New Testament—and Jesus calls us in Philippians 2:12 to work out our salvation—there is always work to be done] of hosts [Wesley: It was a name best suited to their present state, compassed on all hands with enemies], their God [Do you remember Nehemiah 4:6? So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half its height, for the people had a mind to work. Whether you have a mind to work or a spirit to work, the point is the work got done. Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Every good impulse and revival of religion is the direct work of God by His Spirit. When we look at our lives and see good works, it is because of God—not because of us.], 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month [Why the 23-day delay? Perhaps they discussed the work, perhaps they debated the work, perhaps they were fearful, perhaps they were gathering supplies (recall they were told to go up into the mountains to get the wood from the trees—many commentators believe the gap is the time it took them to get the supplies)], in the second year of King Darius [Although he appears to be a silent partner, Proverbs 21:1 is true here. God has no problems raising up and bringing down world empires for the purposes of moving around His people. Spurgeon: God takes note of the time when his people work for him; he records, in his almanac, the day, the month, the year, for he loves to see his people actively engaged in his service. Christian—know God sees your work for Him and records it. It is not in vain. 1 Corinthians 15:58: Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.].
Haggai 1 is an illustration of the gospel. The word of the Lord is presented by a messenger of God. Then the spirit of man is stirred by God Himself. Then response occurs—and the visible result of the response is not seen on the same day as the first message is delivered. But God did not stop working in the interim. And a beautiful result occurred—reconciliation and obedience.
Haggai 1 is a beautiful illustration of Jesus in the Old Testament. He is all over the place—we just have to look.
F. B. Meyer: One earnest man can arouse an entire community. Let a fire glow in our hearts, and it will spread. Assured of God’s presence and favor, within three weeks the whole land was awake. What do we need to ask God to stir up in our hearts? What has been dormant for too long? What part of our lives is in ruin because of a lack of obedience? God desires to stir us to a right relationship with Him and a life of obedience. If the Old Testament teaches us anything, it is God’s people will serve something—either God Himself or pagan idols. We get to choose. So let us choose wisely.
Stuart Heights Sunday school	Haggai, Week 3	October 2, 2016
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What is the application?
1. God always has a remnant

2. The gospel is everywhere

3. Jesus is all over the Old Testament
4. Obedience + reverence = good
5. Everyone has work to do
What is the personalization?
1. Examine yourself (to ensure you are in the remnant)
2. Look for the gospel (and praise Him when you see it)
3. Look for Jesus
4. Obey and revere (don’t ignore either)
5. Get to work

What’s Next?
	Date
	Lesson title
	Text
	Speaker

	September 18, 2016
	Who, What, Where, When, & Why
	Haggai 1-2
	Jim Fleming

	September 25, 2016
	The Command to Build God’s House
	Haggai 1:1-11
	Jim Fleming

	October 2, 2016
	The People’s Obedience
	Haggai 1:12-15
	Jim Fleming

	October 9, 2016
	The Coming Glory of God’s House
	Haggai 2:1-9
	Jim Fleming

	October 16, 2016
	The People are Defiled & Promised Blessing
	Haggai 2:10-19
	Jim Fleming

	October 23, 2016
	Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
	Haggai 2:20-23
	Jim Fleming


Homework: Read Haggai

Haggai: THE COMING GLORY OF GOD’S HOUSE
Review
Where is Haggai in the Israeli story? (From Firstpresaugusta.org)
[image: ]
What is Haggai about?
· Four prophecies (ch 1 = the first prophecy; ch 2 = prophecies two through four)
· Prioritization (rebuilding the temple)
· Cheerleading (a little)
· A future hope
What is a prophet? (Source: Terry Brown)
· a mouthpiece who proclaimed the message of God
· [image: ]a person who called Israel back to the Law
· someone who saw the check engine light and delivered a message
How was that message fulfilled? (Source: Terry Brown)
· immediate fulfillment
· future fulfillment
What does Haggai say? Haggai 1-2
The Command to Build God’s House
1 In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 “Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built.”’”
3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple [Literally house, and so in verse 8] to lie in ruins?” 5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!
6 “You have sown much, and bring in little;
You eat, but do not have enough;
You drink, but you are not filled with drink;
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;
And he who earns wages,
Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”
7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD. 9 “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. 11 For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”
The People’s Obedience
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.” 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.
The Coming Glory of God’s House
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple [Literally house, and so in verses 7 and 9] in its former glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the LORD; ‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ says the LORD of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not fear!’
6 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations [Or the desire of all nations], and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
The People Are Defiled
10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying, 12 “If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?”’”
Then the priests answered and said, “No.”
13 And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?”
So the priests answered and said, “It shall be unclean.”
14 Then Haggai answered and said, “‘So is this people, and so is this nation before Me,’ says the LORD, ‘and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean.
Promised Blessing
15 ‘And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD— 16 since those days, when one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but twenty. 17 I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all the labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me,’ says the LORD. 18 ‘Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid—consider it: 19 Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.’”
Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
20 And again the word of the LORD came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying:
‘I will shake heaven and earth.
22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms;
I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms.
I will overthrow the chariots
And those who ride in them;
The horses and their riders shall come down,
Every one by the sword of his brother.
23 ‘In that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, ‘and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
History of God’s House (From Tabernacles to temples)
Tabernacle (~1446 BC)  Solomon’s Temple (~957 BC)  Babylonian destruction (~587 BC)  Zerubbabel’s rebuilding (~520 BC)  Herod’s Rebuilding (18 BC – 63 AD)  Roman destruction (70 AD)
Post Script (What is there now?)
 Dome of the Rock (~691 AD)
What does today’s text say? Haggai 2:1-9
There are two parts to today’s text—the first is relatively straightforward. The second is not.
The Coming Glory of God’s House
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month [Dr. Constable: This was the last day of the feast of Tabernacles (Booths). Tishri was a month of celebrations for the Israelites. On the first of this month they celebrated the feast of Trumpets, and on the tenth, the day of Atonement. The feast of Tabernacles lasted seven days, and the following day was a day of rest. John Dummelow: Haggai spoke to the people on the last day of this feast, when all were gathered in one great assembly.], the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak [an imperative] now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant [remnant, residue, remainder] of the people, saying: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple [Literally house, and so in verses 7 and 9; Coffman: Haggai did not view the efforts of his generation as the construction of a new Temple, but as the rebuilding of the old one] in its former [first, past, former] glory [weight, splendor, glory, honor; a related word to the one used in Haggai 1:8; Adam Clarke: There might still survive some of those who had seen the temple of Solomon (given it was nearly 70 years since the destruction of Solomon’s temple, as Ezra 3 indicates). Alexander MacLaren: The Book of Ezra dwells on the external hindrances to the rebuilding. Haggai goes straight at the selfishness and worldliness of the people as the great hindrance.]? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing [naught, nothing, without, non-entity; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: The Jews note five points of inferiority: The absence from the second temple of (1) the sacred fire; (2) the Shekinah; (3) the ark and cherubim; (4) the Urim and Thummim; (5) the spirit of prophecy. David Guzik: These kind of comparisons between the good old days and the present day—or between the work of God in various places and times—are rarely beneficial. It didn’t do the people of Haggai’s day any good to think of how magnificent Solomon’s temple was compared to their own rebuilding work. Spurgeon: The smallness of our gifts may be a temptation to us. We are consciously so weak and so insignificant, compared with the great God and his great cause, that we are discouraged, and think it vain to attempt anything . . . the enemy contrasts our work with that of others, and with that of those who have gone before us. We are doing so little as compared with other people, therefore let us give up. We cannot build like Solomon, therefore let us not build at all. Yet, brethren, there is a falsehood in all this, for, in truth, nothing is worthy of God. The great works of others, and even the amazing productions of Solomon, all fell short of his glory. A.W. Tozer (The Price of Neglect): Dear Lord, I refuse henceforth to compete with any of Thy servants. They have congregations larger than mine. So be it. I rejoice in their success. They have greater gifts. Very well. That is not in their power nor in mine. I am humbly grateful for their greater gifts and my smaller ones. I only pray that I may use to Thy glory such modest gifts as I possess. I will not compare myself with any, nor try to build up my self-esteem by noting where I may excel one or another in Thy holy work. I herewith make a blanket disavowal of all intrinsic worth. I am but an unprofitable servant. I gladly go to the foot of the cross and own myself the least of Thy people. If I err in my self judgment and actually underestimate myself I do not want to know it. I purpose to pray for others and to rejoice in their prosperity as if it were my own. And indeed it is my own if it is Thine own, for what is Thine is mine, and while one plants and another waters it is Thou alone that giveth the increase.]? 4 Yet now be strong [an imperative; fasten upon, seize, be strong, be courageous, repair, fortify, be obstinate; conquer, cleave, be constant, continue, be of good courage, be established, fortify, harden, hold fast, maintain, play the man, become mighty, prevail, be stout, behave valiantly, withstand], Zerubbabel,’ says the LORD; ‘and be strong [an imperative; same word as earlier in this verse], Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong [an imperative; same word as earlier (x2) in this verse], all you people of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and work [an imperative; to do or make]; for I am with [near, with] you [David Guzik: Under the Old Covenant the Holy Spirit was among the people. Under the New Covenant He is in God’s people. Dr. Constable: David had given the same charge and promise to Solomon regarding the first temple (1 Chronicles 28:10, 20). Also similar to Joshua’s instruction from God in Joshua 1—where he is told four times to be strong.],’ says the LORD of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted [cut; a covenant is a legally binding contract where two parties agree to terms and conditions and walk in a figure eight around sacrifices and declare—if either side breaks this covenant, let us be like the sacrifices here] with you when you came out of Egypt [the Egyptian exodus was ~1,000 years earlier], so My Spirit remains [stands, abides, continues, dwells, endures, is present, remains, tarries] among you [when God makes a promise, He keeps it]; do not fear [Adam Clarke: The chief glory of the temple is not its splendid building, but my presence; and as I covenanted to be with you when ye came out of Egypt, so I will fulfill my covenant.]!’
Here we transition to the prophetic (and more difficult to understand) portion of Haggai.
6 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once [first, once] more (it is a little [little, few, small] while [Alexander MacLaren: All the ages are but ‘a little while’ in the calendar of heaven. . . . Eighteen centuries have rolled away since the seer heard, ‘Behold, I come quickly,’ and the vision still tarries. (two more have passed since AM wrote that)]) I will shake [undulate, make afraid, move, quake, make tremble] heaven and earth [God created an earthquake when He covenanted with Moses on Moriah with the 10 Commandments (Exodus 19:18). Recall God created an earthquake when He offered up His Son on Moriah at the cross (Matthew 27:51).], the sea and dry land [Dr. Constable: The writer of Hebrews quoted this verse in Hebrews 12:26. He then added that we who are in Christ have an unshakable kingdom that will endure the coming cosmic earthquake (Hebrews 12:28-29). Haggai’s prophecy still awaits fulfillment.]; 7 and I will shake all nations [may be a reference to overturning world empires (something we have already seen God is completely comfortable doing); Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: The kingdoms of the world are but the scaffolding for God’s spiritual temple, to be thrown down when their purpose is accomplished. Wesley: After the return of the captivity, by the commotions among the Grecians, Persians, and Romans, which began soon after this time; this was metaphorically fulfilled. And it was literally fulfilled by prodigies and earthquakes, at the birth, death, and resurrection of Christ.], and they shall come to the Desire [delight, desire, pleasant, precious] of All Nations [an alternate reading is, ‘the Desire of All Nations shall come to them;’ note in some of your translations (including the NKJV), the “Desire of All Nations” is capitalized—this is your translation making a theological judgment on the interpretation of this passage as there are two schools of thought on what this is referring to. Look at the footnote for the NKJV—they straddle the fence and allow both interpretations. The first view is the “Desire of All Nations” = Jesus. Charles L. Feinberg: It is well to remember . . . that from earliest days the majority of Christian interpreters followed the Jewish tradition in referring the passage to the coming of Israel’s Messiah. David Guzik: Through the centuries, most see this as a prophecy of the Messiah coming to this temple rebuilt in the days of Haggai and Ezra. This understanding began with the ancient rabbis and continued among Christians, and fits in well with the promise of filling the temple with glory. Spurgeon: The true Desire of All Nations is Jesus, even if the nations themselves do not know it. He is the one, the true Reformer, the true rectifier of all wrong, and in this respect the desire of all nations. Oh! if the world could gather up all her right desire; if she could condense in one cry all her wild wishes; if all true lovers of mankind could condense their theories and extract the true wine of wisdom from them; it would just come to this, we want an Incarnate God, and you have got the Incarnate God! Oh! Nations, but ye know it not! Ye, in the dark, are groping after him, and know not that he is there. Spurgeon: Knowing that Jesus is the Desire of All Nations also encourages our missionary work. Brethren, I may add, Christ is certainly the desire of all nations in this respect, that we desire him for all nations. Oh! That the world were encompassed in his gospel! Would God the sacred fire would run along the ground, that the little handful of corn on the top of the mountains would soon make its fruit to shake like Lebanon. Oh! When will it come, when will it come that all the nations shall know him? Let us pray for it: let us labor for it. The second view is the “desire of all nations” = the wealth of other nations that will be brought to build up this temple and restore it (since the Israelites were relatively poor at this time compared to Solomon). Dr. Constable: Some English translations have “the desire of all nations will come.” This “desire” could be an impersonal reference to the wealth that the nations desire (cf. Isaiah 60:5; Zechariah 14:14). . . . Or this could be a personal reference. In this case it could be a messianic prophecy, which is why some translations capitalized “Desire.” Charles Wesley followed this . . . [Jesus] interpretation when he wrote the Christmas hymn “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.” “Come, Desire of nations, come! Fix in us Thy humble home.” The Hebrew text does not solve the problem, which is interpretive. Jim’s perspective: the only problem with the first (Jesus) interpretation is the actual Hebrew text itself. Almost all of the commentators that talk about the Hebrew text refer to the fact that the verb “shall come” is plural and therefore cannot be referring to a singular subject (without doing a lot of theological gymnastics). Almost all of the commentators that skip over the Hebrew text talk about how this is certainly a reference to Jesus. My personal view is the first part of verse 7 and all of verse 8 are not referring to Jesus, but the second part of verse 7 is as is verse 9. Dr. Constable: Perhaps the Lord was deliberately ambiguous and had both things in mind: the wealth of the nations and Messiah], and I will fill this temple with glory [weight, splendor, glory, honor; same as Haggai 2:3; remember the mountain peaks of waves of fulfillment: one wave is God’s presence coming back into this temple, another is Jesus coming in the first century to this temple with His glory veiled in flesh (Matthew 12:6; 26:55)],’ says the LORD of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts. 9 ‘The glory [weight, splendor, glory, honor; same as Haggai 2:3, 7] of this latter temple shall be greater than [greater (in any sense), older, exceedingly greater, higher, longer, louder, mightier, more, nobler, prouder] the former [David Guzik: The glory of this temple was in fact greater. First, Herod remodeled this second temple into something greater than Solomon’s temple. Second, the LORD of Glory—Jesus—personally visited it and worshipped there. . . . Some scholars speculate that Herod remodeled the temple with the intent of fulfilling the glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former, so that he might fulfill it instead of the Messiah. Matthew 12:6: Yet I say to you that in this place there is One greater than the temple. Jesus is the greater and Jesus was there.],’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace [safety, happiness, friendliness, welfare (the state of doing well especially in respect to good fortune, happiness, well-being, or prosperity), health, prosperity, peace],’ says the LORD of hosts [14 of the 38 times God is mentioned in Haggai He is referred to as the Lord of hosts].”
So what applies to what? Look at the PowerPoint.
Dr. Constable: Even though the present temple was less glorious than Solomon’s temple, the Lord promised that the final glory of the temple would be greater than its former glory. The Lord also promised to bring peace to the site of the temple, Jerusalem. Neither of these things has happened yet, so the fulfillment must be future (millennial). Lasting peace will only come when Messiah returns to rule and reign (cf. Isaiah 2:4; Isaiah 9:6; Zechariah 9:9-10). Jesus Christ’s adornment of the second temple, as renovated by Herod the Great, with His presence hardly seems to fulfill the exalted promises in this prophecy.
What is the application?
1. History helps
2. Comparison demoralizes
3. God lives in His people
4. God will keep His word
5. God is not in a hurry
6. Translations aren’t perfect
7. Jesus is greater
What is the personalization?
1. Know Bible facts
2. Stop comparing worth
3. Be strong and courageous
4. Trust His word
5. Trust His timing
6. 2 Timothy 2:15
7. Trust Jesus
What’s Next?
	Date
	Lesson title
	Text
	Speaker

	September 18, 2016
	Who, What, Where, When, & Why
	Haggai 1-2
	Jim Fleming

	September 25, 2016
	The Command to Build God’s House
	Haggai 1:1-11
	Jim Fleming

	October 2, 2016
	The People’s Obedience
	Haggai 1:12-15
	Jim Fleming

	October 9, 2016
	The Coming Glory of God’s House
	Haggai 2:1-9
	Jim Fleming

	October 16, 2016
	The People are Defiled & Promised Blessing
	Haggai 2:10-19
	Jim Fleming

	October 23, 2016
	Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
	Haggai 2:20-23
	Jim Fleming


Homework: Read Haggai
Stuart Heights Sunday school	Haggai, Week 4	October 9, 2016
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Haggai: THE People are Defiled & Promised blessing
What does Haggai say? Haggai 1-2
The Command to Build God’s House
1 In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 “Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built.”’”
3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple [Literally house, and so in verse 8] to lie in ruins?” 5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!
6 “You have sown much, and bring in little;
You eat, but do not have enough;
You drink, but you are not filled with drink;
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;
And he who earns wages,
Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”
7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD. 9 “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. 11 For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”
The People’s Obedience
[bookmark: _GoBack]12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.” 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.
The Coming Glory of God’s House
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple [Literally house, and so in verses 7 and 9] in its former glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the LORD; ‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ says the LORD of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not fear!’
6 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations [Or the desire of all nations], and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
The People Are Defiled
10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying, 12 “If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?”’”
Then the priests answered and said, “No.”
13 And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?”
So the priests answered and said, “It shall be unclean.”
14 Then Haggai answered and said, “‘So is this people, and so is this nation before Me,’ says the LORD, ‘and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean.
Promised Blessing
15 ‘And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD— 16 since those days, when one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but twenty. 17 I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all the labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me,’ says the LORD. 18 ‘Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid—consider it: 19 Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.’”
Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
20 And again the word of the LORD came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying:
‘I will shake heaven and earth.
22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms;
I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms.
I will overthrow the chariots
And those who ride in them;
The horses and their riders shall come down,
Every one by the sword of his brother.
23 ‘In that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, ‘and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
What does today’s text say? Haggai 2:10-19
The People Are DefiledSource: Stephen Tam, www3.telus.net

[image: ][image: ]10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month [almost four months after Haggai began, corresponding to our early December; just before our modern-day Hanukkah, but the Maccabean revolt was 350 years after this time, so these post-exilic Jews did not know about that yet; also, this is the ninth month—the month of sowing seed that comes toward the end of the rainy season and just before the cold season; however, Dr. Constable: on this day, five years later, that the temple was rededicated], in the second year of Darius [why is the ‘King’ omitted?], the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Now, ask [an imperative] the priests [Ezekiel 44:23 tells us the priests were to know the answer to these questions] concerning the law [torah], saying, 12 “If one carries holy [consecrated, dedicated, holy] meat [flesh] in the fold [edge, flap, corner] of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread [food, bread, grain] or stew [something boiled, soup, pottage], wine or oil [grease, fat, oil], or any food, will it become holy [the verb form of holy earlier in this verse]?”’”Source: likely chabad.org or jewfaq.org

[Let’s talk about purification for a minute. Numbers 19; Leviticus 6:27-28. The basic premise is to be able to be part of the camp (where there was safety and security and community), you had to be clean. Remember the Old Testament is a shadow of the substance to come. The Old Testament laws around cleanliness were given for a few reasons: (1) to keep the Israelites alive while wandering in the wilderness (a large number of people with sickness and/or disease quickly becomes a small number of people) and (2) to picture a future time when the Substance would come and flesh out the shadow.
“Clean” was defined by God. “Clean” involved not touching certain things (dead bodies, etc.), not eating certain things (pork, shellfish, etc.), and not doing certain things (abstaining from sex during certain times, etc.). If you touched, ate, or did something you shouldn’t have, there was a washing process to go through to get “clean” again. Sometimes this involved physically washing and sometimes it involved sacrifice. You could remain “clean” before God by righteous acts and sacrifice.
All of this is a picture of the gospel. God defines what “clean” is and provided a once-for-all sacrifice (Jesus) to cleanse us and a washing (baptism by water to show us we are in the community and picture Christ’s sacrifice and baptism by the Holy Spirit to make us members of His body). We remain “clean” by confession of sins and by the righteousness that God imputes on our behalf from Jesus.
Let’s go back to Haggai 2:12: the basic question is: does holiness rub off? The answer is no. Holiness does not rub off. Uncleanness rubs off. Moore: One drop of filth will defile a vase of water: many drops of water will not purity a vase of filth. Illustration here.
This too is a picture of the gospel. Our sin nature rubs off on our children. We have no holiness to rub off on our children. One of the great quotes of the American Great Awakening is ‘God has no grandchildren’ (the idea being you do not get to be a child of God because of what Jesus did for your parents, but rather for what Jesus did for you). Sin rubs off—not holiness.]
Then the priests answered and said, “No.” [And I wonder if they laughed at this point—because this is Old Testament theology 099]
13 And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean [defiled, polluted, unclean] because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean [verb form of unclean earlier in this verse]?”
So the priests answered and said, “It shall be unclean [again the verb form; the priests demonstrate their knowledge of Numbers 19:11, 22].”
14 Then Haggai answered and said, “‘So is this people [standard Hebrew word for people], and so is this nation [standard word for foreign/Gentile nation] before Me,’ says the LORD, ‘and so is every work [action, business, deed, work] of their hands; and what they offer [approach, bring, come, offer] there is unclean [the adjective form; Adam Clarke: As an unclean man communicates his uncleanness to every thing he touches, so are ye unclean; and whatever ye have hitherto done is polluted in the sight of God. For your neglect of my temple has made you unclean, as if you had contracted legal pollution by touching a dead body. Dr. Constable: They should not think that contact with something holy, such as the temple they were working to complete, made them acceptable to God. David Guzik: holiness is not contagious, but impurity is. . . . Since the exile to Babylon, the people of Israel focused on getting back to the Promised Land. In and of itself this was not a bad focus; yet it led to the thinking that once they made it back to the Promised Land everything else would just fall into place. Haggai reminds them that their presence in the Promised Land doesn’t make everything they do holy. If the priorities of our heart are wrong, nothing we do is really holy to God. J. Vernon McGee: Trying to make yourself acceptable with God through ceremonies and all of that sort is like pouring a gallon of Chanel No. 5 on a pile of fertilizer out in the barnyard in an effort to make it clean and fragrant. My friend, it won’t work. Remember one of the prophet’s jobs was to call the people back to the Law. This does not result in winning popularity contents. J. Vernon McGee: Haggai is an alarm clock. He wakes us up, and he disturbs us.].
Promised Blessing
15 ‘And now, carefully consider from this day forward [an imperative; literally the ‘forward’ in the NKJV is ‘upward’ in the Hebrew and the context fits better for a ‘backward’ English translation; similar to “put your heart to your path” in Haggai 1:5]: from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD [this would have been 16-ish years earlier]— 16 since those days, when one came to a heap [pile, heap, sheaf (of corn)] of twenty ephahs [measures], there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat [winepress] to draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but twenty [the land does not produce as it should—reminiscent of Haggai 1:6]. 17 I struck you with blight and mildew [used as paleness for people and mildew for plants; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: “Blasting” results from excessive drought; “mildew, from excessive moisture] and hail in all the labors [same word as in verse 14: action, business, deed, work] of your hands; yet you did not [not even a little bit] turn to Me,’ says the LORD [Hebrews 12:7]. 18 ‘Consider now from this day forward [an imperative; same as in verse 15], from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid—consider it [an imperative; same as in verse 15 and earlier in this verse]: 19 Is the seed [seed, fruit, plant] still in the barn [Is it? No—it has been planted at this point.]? As yet the vine [bend, vine, grape], the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you [because you have begun to obey, I will bless you; things are about to get better; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: Sacrifices without obedience (in respect to God’s command to build the temple) could not sanctify. Now that they are obedient, God will bless them. John Dummelow: It takes time to recover from the ill effects of selfishness, but a brighter future was before them.].’”
Dr. Constable: The people were to notice something on the day this prophecy reached their ears, the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month. They were to notice that from the day they started to rebuild the temple, their hardships had continued (cf. Haggai 1:14-15). They still suffered shortages of staples such as seed, grapes, and olives, and luxuries such as figs and pomegranates. However, the Lord revealed that He would now bless them, beginning that very day, the twenty-fourth of the ninth month. This oracle explained why agricultural blessing had not begun immediately after the people resumed reconstruction on the temple. Their present dedication and obedience did not wipe out their previous covenant unfaithfulness and its punishments. That punishment had to run its course, but now, as of the day of this prophecy, God would begin to bless the people with better harvests. This message would have encouraged the Jews to persevere in their obedience. God will bless His people for their obedience, but sometimes He will not erase the punishment that previous sins have made necessary. Sin always brings death (Romans 6:23). Sometimes that punishment must run its course before blessing can begin.
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What is the application?
1. Purity matters
2. God sets the standard
3. Substance > shadows
4. Sin hurts (i.e., actions have consequences)
5. Heart + hands = obedience
6. The gospel is all over the OT
What is the personalization?
1. Clean up often
2. Know and live the standard
3. Look for the shadows; love the Substance
4. Don’t be bitter—be thankful
5. Purify heart and hands
6. Look for the gospel

What’s Next?
	Date
	Lesson title
	Text
	Speaker

	September 18, 2016
	Who, What, Where, When, & Why
	Haggai 1-2
	Jim Fleming

	September 25, 2016
	The Command to Build God’s House
	Haggai 1:1-11
	Jim Fleming

	October 2, 2016
	The People’s Obedience
	Haggai 1:12-15
	Jim Fleming

	October 9, 2016
	The Coming Glory of God’s House
	Haggai 2:1-9
	Jim Fleming

	October 16, 2016
	The People are Defiled & Promised Blessing
	Haggai 2:10-19
	Jim Fleming

	October 23, 2016
	Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
	Haggai 2:20-23
	Jim Fleming


Homework: Read Haggai

Haggai: Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
REview
How do you pronounce Haggai?
Where is Haggai in the Israeli story? (From Firstpresaugusta.org)
[image: ]
What is a prophet? (Source: Terry Brown)
· a person who called Israel back to the Law
· someone who saw the check engine light and delivered a message
· J. Vernon McGee: an alarm clock
How was that message fulfilled? (Source: Terry Brown)
Stuart Heights Sunday school	Haggai, Week 6	October 23, 2016
· 
· immediate fulfillment
· future fulfillment

[image: ]
Where did Haggai Take place geographically? (picture from Conformingtojesus.com)
· Jerusalem
When does Haggai take place politically? (picture from Ancientpath.net)
· At the peak of the power of the Persian Empire
[image: ]
What does Haggai say? Haggai 1-2
The Command to Build God’s House
1 In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth month, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2 “Thus speaks the LORD of hosts, saying: ‘This people says, “The time has not come, the time that the LORD’s house should be built.”’”
3 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 4 “Is it time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, and this temple [Literally house, and so in verse 8] to lie in ruins?” 5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!
6 “You have sown much, and bring in little;
You eat, but do not have enough;
You drink, but you are not filled with drink;
You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm;
And he who earns wages,
Earns wages to put into a bag with holes.”
7 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways! 8 Go up to the mountains and bring wood and build the temple, that I may take pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the LORD. 9 “You looked for much, but indeed it came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it away. Why?” says the LORD of hosts. “Because of My house that is in ruins, while every one of you runs to his own house. 10 Therefore the heavens above you withhold the dew, and the earth withholds its fruit. 11 For I called for a drought on the land and the mountains, on the grain and the new wine and the oil, on whatever the ground brings forth, on men and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”
The People’s Obedience
12 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the LORD their God had sent him; and the people feared the presence of the LORD. 13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, spoke the LORD’s message to the people, saying, “I am with you, says the LORD.” 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the people; and they came and worked on the house of the LORD of hosts, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Darius.
The Coming Glory of God’s House
1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first of the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying: 2 “Speak now to Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people, saying: 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this temple [Literally house, and so in verses 7 and 9] in its former glory? And how do you see it now? In comparison with it, is this not in your eyes as nothing? 4 Yet now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ says the LORD; ‘and be strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest; and be strong, all you people of the land,’ says the LORD, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ says the LORD of hosts. 5 ‘According to the word that I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains among you; do not fear!’
6 “For thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Once more (it is a little while) I will shake heaven and earth, the sea and dry land; 7 and I will shake all nations, and they shall come to the Desire of All Nations [Or the desire of all nations], and I will fill this temple with glory,’ says the LORD of hosts. 8 ‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts. 9 ‘The glory of this latter temple shall be greater than the former,’ says the LORD of hosts. ‘And in this place I will give peace,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
The People Are Defiled
10 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by Haggai the prophet, saying, 11 “Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Now, ask the priests concerning the law, saying, 12 “If one carries holy meat in the fold of his garment, and with the edge he touches bread or stew, wine or oil, or any food, will it become holy?”’”
Then the priests answered and said, “No.”
13 And Haggai said, “If one who is unclean because of a dead body touches any of these, will it be unclean?”
So the priests answered and said, “It shall be unclean.”
14 Then Haggai answered and said, “‘So is this people, and so is this nation before Me,’ says the LORD, ‘and so is every work of their hands; and what they offer there is unclean.
Promised Blessing
15 ‘And now, carefully consider from this day forward: from before stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD— 16 since those days, when one came to a heap of twenty ephahs, there were but ten; when one came to the wine vat to draw out fifty baths from the press, there were but twenty. 17 I struck you with blight and mildew and hail in all the labors of your hands; yet you did not turn to Me,’ says the LORD. 18 ‘Consider now from this day forward, from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, from the day that the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid—consider it: 19 Is the seed still in the barn? As yet the vine, the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have not yielded fruit. But from this day I will bless you.’”
Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
20 And again the word of the LORD came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month, saying, 21 “Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying:
‘I will shake heaven and earth.
22 I will overthrow the throne of kingdoms;
I will destroy the strength of the Gentile kingdoms.
I will overthrow the chariots
And those who ride in them;
The horses and their riders shall come down,
Every one by the sword of his brother.
23 ‘In that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will take you, Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, ‘and will make you like a signet ring; for I have chosen you,’ says the LORD of hosts.”
What is Haggai about?
· Four prophecies
· Prioritization (rebuilding the temple)
· Cheerleading (a little)
· A future hope
Putting it all together (source: Mark Martin)
[image: ]
This graphic is a great reminder that much can be going on in the world and God is sovereign.
Review of prior Applications and PERSONALIZATIONs

Week 1 application
1. Context matters (Haggai with no context makes little sense)
2. Service matters (no matter the environment or government)
Week 1 personalization
1. Study (before, during, and after reading the Scripture)
2. Encourage, look around, get involved, and serve

Week 2 application
1. God shows up on time


2. God works to show us our insufficiency and His sufficiency
3. Sometimes we must leave the comfortable to get to work
4. The physical impacts the spiritual and the spiritual impacts the physical
5. God’s house is primarily for God

6. God’s lessons fit the lack in His people
7. God is serious about His worship
8. God prepares listeners for His message
Week 2 personalization
1. Take notice of when He does (culture, geography, empires, time, audience, etc.)
2. Where is God working?

3. Where can I get to work?

4. Examine my path

5. Act accordingly in worship (for Him  what would He like?)
6. What am I relearning?
7. Be serious about God’s worship
8. Listen

Week 3 application
1. God always has a remnant

2. The gospel is everywhere

3. Jesus is all over the Old Testament
4. Obedience + reverence = good
5. Everyone has work to do
Week 3 personalization
1. Examine yourself (to ensure you are in the remnant)
2. Look for the gospel (and praise Him when you see it)
3. Look for Jesus
4. Obey and revere (don’t ignore either)
5. Get to work

Week 4 application
1. History helps
2. Comparison demoralizes
3. God lives in His people
4. God will keep His word
5. God is not in a hurry
6. Translations aren’t perfect
7. Jesus is greater
Week 4 personalization
1. Know Bible facts
2. Stop comparing worth
3. Be strong and courageous
4. Trust His word
5. Trust His timing
6. 2 Timothy 2:15
7. Trust Jesus

Week 5 application
1. Purity matters
2. God sets the standard
3. Substance > shadows

4. Sin hurts (i.e., actions have consequences)
5. Heart + hands = obedience
6. The gospel is all over the OT
Week 5 personalization
1. Clean up often
2. Know and live the standard
3. Look for the shadows; love the Substance
4. Don’t be bitter—be thankful

5. Purify heart and hands
6. Look for the gospel

This is a rich little book. Should we stay here for another six weeks, we would still not exhaust the truths. It has been a wonderful reminder to me to not ignore any portion of God’s word and to trust Him for Truth to teach.
What does today’s text say? Haggai 2:20-23
Zerubbabel Chosen as a Signet
20 And again the word of the LORD came to Haggai on the twenty-fourth day of the month [leave open the possibility God desires to speak more than once a day (the practical application of this is God may desire to communicate outside of our duly-appointed ‘quiet time’)], saying, 21 “Speak [an imperative] to Zerubbabel [‘descended from Babylon’; the Persian-appointed civil leader who was of the lineage of David and in the lineage of Christ], governor of Judah [Dr. Constable: That Zerubbabel, not Joshua or the people, is the recipient suggests that the message deals with a royal prediction], saying:
‘I will shake [undulate, make afraid, move, quake, make tremble] heaven [demonic influence?] and earth.
22 I will overthrow [turn about or over, change, overturn, retire, tumble, turn] the throne [covered, throne, seat, stool, throne] of kingdoms [dominions, estates, rule, countries, realms, kingdoms, kings, reigns; Did Haggai believe this prophecy would be fulfilled immediately? We don’t know—but we do know this did not come true in Haggai’s lifetime. Taylor: That Haggai himself necessarily expected a delayed fulfillment of his words is not likely. He had no way of anticipating the temporal distances that might exist between prediction and fulfillment. Mountaintops. Certainly God overthrew multiple world powers between 520 BC and the time of Christ and has continued to do so since then. However . . . Coffman: There is a far greater fulfillment of this passage yet future, as humanity approaches the end . . . as wickedness waxes worse and worse, as human states tend more and more to deify humanity and to reject the knowledge of God altogether, in the end times, all the nations of men will be overthrown in one cataclysmic occurrence. When the beast, and the dragon, and the false prophet shall gather all “the kings of the earth unto the war of the great God almighty” (Revelation 16:15. At that time “the cities of the nations” shall fall Revelation 16:19), and the primeval sentence upon Adam and Eve shall finally be executed. There is a future fulfillment of this prophecy the likes of which the world has not seen—when Jesus will make things right.];
I will destroy [desolate, destroy, bring to naught, overthrow, pluck down] the strength [power, strength] of the Gentile [foreign nation, Gentile] kingdoms [dominions, estates, rule, countries, realms, kingdoms, kings, reigns; Guzik: It was easy for the returning exiles to feel insignificant in the world, as if they were just pawns or spectators. God wanted them to know that though they were small in the eyes of the superpowers of the world, they were servants of the God of all power—they are on the winning side. They had waited so long to return to the Promised Land and were frustrated and needed encouragement—and God provided encouragement.].
I will overthrow [same word earlier in this verse] the chariots [the most dominant military vehicle of the day—capable of cutting down men by the dozens as it rode through a battlefield and giving the rider a slightly elevated military position over the field of battle]
And those who ride in them [the ones who literally believe Psalm 20:7];
The horses and their riders shall come down [descend, fall, come down],
Every one by the sword of his brother [notice God does not say the Israelites have to do the fighting here—the enemies will destroy themselves (reminiscent of Judges 7 and Gideon)—God sometimes uses us to do His will and sometimes uses evil against evil to do His will].
23 ‘In that day,’ says the LORD of hosts, ‘I will take [take, accept, bring, buy, carry away, drawn, fetch, get, receive, reserve, seize, send for, take away, win] you [God is an intensely personal God—He IS three persons and He relates to us as Persons; I envision this as a sort of order off of a menu—God looking out over all of His creation and coming to Zerubabbel and saying, “I’ll take a Zerubbabel” . . . “I’ll take a Darla” . . . “I’ll take a Jim.” God is an intensely personal God], Zerubbabel My servant [Coffman: Zerubbabel stands in this passage as a type [side note: ‘type’ is a word used to describe an Old Testament shadow eventually having its fulfillment in the New Testament] of the Messiah; and as “the only son of David” known to the world of that day, Haggai’s use of his name is a prophecy that, in time, the “Son of David,” who is Christ the Lord would fulfil the prophecy. Dr. Constable: The title “my servant” is often messianic in the Old Testament (cf. . . . Isaiah 42:1-9; 49:1-13; 50:4-11; 52:13-53:12; Ezekiel 34:23-24; 37:24-25)], the son of Shealtiel,’ says the LORD, ‘and will make you like a signet ring [signature ring, seal, signet; Jamieson, Fausset, Brown: The signet of an Eastern monarch was the sign of delegated authority. Coffman: The signet ring conferred upon its wearer the full authority and power of the giver. . . . Zerubbabel is seen as a type of Christ in that, “He led the people out of Babylonian bondage, as Christ would lead his people out of the bondage of sin. Also, he built a temple, as Christ built the far greater Temple of his Church.” (Gill) Dummelow: So far as we know Zerubbabel never exercised any real, independent power. He served, however, to embody and keep alive the Hope which gave permanence and power to Israel’s ideals.]; for I have chosen [selected, chosen] you [again, “I picked you, Zerubbabel” Guzik: What was so special about Zerubbabel? He truly was chosen of God—in the ancestry of Jesus, Zerubbabel was the last person to stand to be in both the line of Mary (the blood lineage of Jesus—Luke 3:27) and Joseph (the legal lineage of Jesus through Joseph—Matthew 1:12). F.B. Meyer: Amid the shaking and overthrowing that are ushering in the new era, let us not fear. All that cannot be shaken will remain; and as God remembered Noah amid the tossings of the deluge, He will care for us, not because of our deserts, but because of His grace. We did not choose Him, but He us.],’ says the LORD of hosts.”
Chisholm: As with the Temple . . . Haggai related an eschatological reality to a tangible historical entity to assure his contemporaries that God had great plans for His people.
Dr. Constable: This final oracle promises a future overthrow of the Gentile nations that were, in Haggai’s day, exercising sovereignty over Israel. A descendant of King Jehoiachin, and before him David, would be God’s agent in that day. He would come from Zerubbabel’s descendants and would be similar to Zerubbabel in that He would be the political ruler of God’s people. Whereas God had withdrawn His signet ring (symbolic of divine selection and investiture with authority) from Jehoiachin (Jeremiah 22:24), He would give it back to a future descendant of Zerubbabel. This was an act of pure grace and faithfulness on sovereign Yahweh’s part since the Israelites did not deserve such a future nor could they bring it about on their own. Such a message would have encouraged and motivated the returned exiles to complete the temple since there was still a glorious future for their nation in God’s plans.
But let’s not forget about the reality of that particular time. Micah Fries: What was initially a kingdom in shambles, slowly dying in its own disobedience, is now a robust and blessed kingdom, led well by a repentant and God-focused leader. The miserable has been made majestic, which is the power of God’s redemptive activity. There is always hope with God.
Dummelow: Haggai contributed but little to the volume of prophecy, but that little was of great value. At a critical moment in Israel’s history he said the timely, vigorous, ethical word, and put into apprehensible form the great ideal. Use your voice for God too.

What is the application?
1. God speaks more than once a day

2. God is comfortable overturning the world for His purposes
3. Jesus is our King and He is coming back

4. God is personal
What is the personalization?
1. Listen all day (not just during ‘quiet time’)
2. Love the kingdom that will never be shaken or overthrown
3. Live like Jesus is our King and look for His return
4. Know Him personally
What is Haggai about?
· Four prophecies  we still need to hear God speak. Alden: Haggai’s sermons alternated between accusation and encouragement. (This is true of most of the prophets and in a sense should characterize all ministry.) The first sermon was basically negative. The second one aimed to encourage. [The third] . . . one is again essentially chiding and accusation. And . . . the last one is positive and uplifting.
· Prioritization (rebuilding the temple)  we still need to put Him first
· Cheerleading (a little)  we still need His servants cheering us on
· A future hope  we still need to know Jesus is coming to fix it all
Homework
Read Haggai and then answer this question: What would you title this series?
At the beginning of this series, I did not title this series anything other than the name of the book—mainly because (to my own shame) I had no clue where we would end up or even what Haggai was about. If I had to name it now, I would name it: “Haggai: Still Relevant So Don’t Ignore the Little Books of the Old Testament Because God Is Still Speaking to Us Through Them.”
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